
 

 Hold this circle to your face and blow on it.  If it turns green, 

call your physician.  If it turns brown, see your dentist.  If it turns purple, 

see your psychiatrist.  If it turns red, see your banker.  If it turns black 

call your lawyer and make a will. If it remains the same color, you're in 

good health and there is no reason on earth why you should not be in 

church next Sunday morning as we conclude the traditional summer 

season this Labor Day weekend!   :-) 

 It has been a blessing this past summer season in having "extra" special music on Sunday 
provided by our membership and friends.  I want to thank all who have shared their talents in such 
a special way.   Also, I want to thank those persons who helped with our special children’s mid 
week ministry, PandaMania-Boogie held each Wednesday during the month of July.  It was a 
wonderful time of having thirty-plus children gathering together with adult leaders for a time of 
singing, sharing, learning and growing in God’s Word. 

 The summer season for many has been a time of vacations, getting away on the weekends 
to visit family or just to have a time of rest and re-creation. Our summer church attendance 
reflected these activities as well as in our financial giving. The Fall Season is now upon us!  It is 
time to gather, catch-up and reunite with your church family and friends.  

 Rally Day is Sunday, September 11th which will begin, a �ew Season of opportunities for 
worship, study of God’s Word and fellowship together as members of the family of God. 

 The day will begin with celebrating the �ew Year in worship, followed by a special 
time of experiencing and learning about the new opportunities for all persons of all ages to join 

a Christian growth group.  We will have a special meal following a time of singing and sharing 

together of favorite hymns and contemporary praise songs. 

 Also, don’t forget to mark on your calendar our “Party In the Parking Lot,” Sunday, 
October, 2nd which includes: BBQ, pie, ice-cream, music, and great fellowship.  Remember 

bring your lawn chairs.   Invite your friends and neighbors! 

 The �ew Year begins 9:30 a.m. Sunday, September 11th.   Come! Join the fun, 
fellowship, and be nurtured in the faith.   

             In His Service,  Pastor Luers 

THE MESSENGER 

Willard Street United Methodist Church 

175 North Willard Street 

Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 
 

Phone: (641) 682-5421 

Fax: (641) 682-0587 

Email: willardstumc@msn.com 

Web page: www.wstumc.org 
 

Charles E. Luers, Pastor 

 September  2011 

September Lectionary -  

    

Sept 4 Exodus 12:1-14 
 Psalm 149 or Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 

 Romans 13:8-14 

 Matthew 18:15-20 
 

Sept 11 Exodus 14:19-31 
 Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21 (UMH 135) 

 Romans 14:1-12 

 Matthew 18:21-35 

     

Sept 18 Exodus 16:2-15   
 Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 or  

 Psalm 78 (UMH 799)  

 Philippians 1:21-30 

 Matthew 20:1-16   

  
 

Sept 25 Exodus 17:1-7 
 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 (UMH 799) 

 Philippians  2:1-13 

 Matthew 21:23-32 
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Board of Trustees �ews: 

        The Willard St UMC Board of Trustees 

have been meeting to evaluate and ascertain 

the condition of the roof on our church.   As 

some of you may have noticed the south side 

deteriorated greatly especially during this 

past summer season.  It has been determined 

that it will need to be replaced.  The cost of 

replacing a portion or all the roof is now  

being ascertained.   When future information 

has been obtained it will be shared with the 

congregation and how we can underwrite 

this needed project.   



September is an exciting time!!  The seasons begin to change and we start our �EW YEAR of worship, study, and special 

programs offered in our church.  Allow yourself to get into a routine of attending Worship, Sunday School, and special pro-

grams that help us grow in faith and understanding; helping us to develop a closer relationship with Christ and with each 

   !!! HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

Rally Sunday 

September 11, 2011 
 

*9:30 – Join us in our Family Worship   

“�EW YEAR CELEBRATIO�” 

 and Teacher Dedication. 
*10:45 – Creating your Resolutions Cross! 
*11:05 – Praise Party and �ew Year Countdown! 

*11:30 – Lunch   
  

Teacher Dedication, September 11Teacher Dedication, September 11Teacher Dedication, September 11Teacher Dedication, September 11thththth....    
There will be a special dedication during our Worship and 

�ew Year Celebration for those giving of their time, gifts, 
and graces as teachers of the Word of God. 
THA�K YOU FOR SAYI�G “YES!”  

 

 Sunday School Classes join in the �ew 

Year Celebration September 11th!! 
September 11th, Sunday School classes meet with the whole church 
at 10:45 am to celebrate our New Year of Programs; Our New Year 
of Worship; and Our New Spiritual Journey of the Church!! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for CHILDREN and YOUTH 

Preschool – Elementary:  Middle and High School 

SON SEEKERS = Preschool and Kindergarten 

TREASURE HUNTERS = Grades 1, 2, 3 

WORD CHASERS = Grades 4, 5, 6 

MIDDLE SCHOOL:  7-8th Grades 

HIGH SCHOOL:  9-12th  Grades 

^^^^^  ADULT CLASSES  ^^^^^ 

AGES AND STAGES: Will have special short term studies. 

MERRY HOMEMAKERS: Will have special Study.  

ADULT/AGAPE CLASS: Will have the Adult Bible Study.  

CONVERSATIONS: Faith Versus Life Today. 
============================================================== 

Midweek  Ministries: 

*Wednesday Noon Bible Study (12:00-1:30 pm) 
    

++ ++ ++ ++ WEDNESDAY NIGHT LITES WEDNESDAY NIGHT LITES WEDNESDAY NIGHT LITES WEDNESDAY NIGHT LITES ++++++++    

CLUB JC and Youth +++ 

Club JC starts Wednesday, October 5th 

5:30 pm – Family Meal; 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm, Club JC 
A Great Experience for Pre-5th Graders, Club JC 

meets the  1st Wednesday of Every Month – Family 
meets at 5:30 pm for a meal and the children meet 
with their leaders from 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

++++ YOUTH GROUP ++++ 

J. A. M. & C. I. A. (6th-8; 9-12th grades) 
5:30 pm Mac n’ Yak 

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm; Meeting, Worship, & Fun!!  

Party In The Parking Lot!!  
JOIN THE YOUTH October 2nd, 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm  

HOT DOG ROAST!! FOOD And FUN!!  

Fundraiser for Youth Strike!! 

 

Thank you very much;  Donna Gardner, Lois 
Hartman, Bobbie Turpen, Dorothy Gaumer,  

and Terry Gipson for helping me get the 
newsletter ready to mail.  Your help is very 

much appreciated by me.  Anyone wishing to 
help next month please call the office.  God 

Bless,  Mary Mitchell 
 

      We want to thank all our church family for 
their prayers for Hubert and family; and for all 
the cards and memorials.  A special thank you 
to Pastor Luers from Billee and family.   
                   Thank you!  Billee Gullett. 
4 
 

My deepest appreciation for all the cards, letters, 
and words of love from  my former parishioners in 

making my 80th birthday a wonderful experience.  
Update on Claire:  I continue to be a caregiver in 

our home for Claire.  She is not ambulatory and  in 
her 9th year of  Parkinson’s Disease and the 4th 

year of Lewy Body Dementia.  She broke her hip in 
July, 2009.   Please remember us in your prayers.  

God’s love, joy, and peace.    Rev. Don Callen    
 

      I enjoyed the flowers that John & Leila Carlo 

brought to me.  They were beautiful and I appreci-

ate you sharing them.  Thank you!  Irene Shober 

CHOIR PRACTICE Starts on Sept. 7th 
 

Come one, Come All!  It is 
time to raise your voices in 
song once again!  Choir begins 

Sept. 7th at 7:30 pm.  We invite anyone 
wishing to have a great time praising God 
in song to join us; there is room for every-
one.  So come every Wednesday or just 
when your schedule permits.  We look   
forward to seeing you soon! 

 



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

August 30 ---- 9:30 am  9:30 am  9:30 am  9:30 am     

    Executive CommitteeExecutive CommitteeExecutive CommitteeExecutive Committee     

 
 

Circle lesson:  Women’s History Month,    
        UM Women Style  Program BK. Pg. 43                 
 

Sept 1 - 

 9:15 am -Rebekah, at Julia’s, 529  
  W Main 
 1:00 pm - Mary, with Lucille Emry 
  at the church  
 1:00 pm - Sarah, with Naomi  
  Heckart & Theresa Foster
   at 606 E Pennsylvania 
Sept 12 -  

 6:30 pm - Patience Circle 
Sept 27 -  

 6:00 pm - Faith, at Hotel Ottumwa 
 

UMW General Meeting   
September 8th - 1:00 pm  
Program - China 
Chairperson - Linda Gaumer 
Hostess - Mary Circle 
     

September Scripture:  1 John 4:16  
So we have known and believe the love that 
God has for us.  God is love, and those who 
abide in love abide in God, and God bides in 
them.  NRSV 
 

Pray for:  Jack Short (Red Bird Missionary) 

 

Our sympathy is extended to the  

families of: 
 
 

 

Helen Miller, wife of Nolan Miller and a member 

of Willard St UMC. 

Hubert Owings, husband of Thelma Owings and 

a member of Willard St UMC.  

Hubert Gullett, husband of Billee Gullett and a 

member of Willard St UMC.  

 

Flower Calendar and Flower Calendar and Flower Calendar and Flower Calendar and     

Cookie CalendarCookie CalendarCookie CalendarCookie Calendar    
 

The Flower Signup Calendar   
(Altar flowers are $21.00)  and  

Cookie Signup Calendar 
 are available in the Fellowship Hall.  
Thank you for your help in making 

our church a welcoming church. 

Don Brown Fred Hutton  

Drue Chickering Marvin Jones 

Lelia Evans Thelma Owings 

Larry Hining Jerry Ruby 

Church Office  
will be closed on  

Monday, September 5th 

to observe  
Labor Day Holiday 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE 

 

Please have all articles for the monthly 
newsletter to the church office no later  
than September 19th, otherwise articles 
may be added to next month’s newsletter. 

THANK YOU!     Mary 

 MERRY  HOMEMAKERS 

           September 9th  

            6:00 pm 

 Support Group 

  September 10th  

    9:30 am 

Harold Marsh 
90th Birthday Open House 
Saturday, October 8th 

1:30 to 3:30 pm in fellowship hall 

Please come help  
us celebrate 

Harold’s  90th birthday!  
No gifts please! 

Florence Fitzgerald has 
 moved to Lenexa. 

Florence new mailing address  
is 24306 W. 85th Terrace,  

Lenexa, KS 66227 if you would  
like to send Florence a card.  

 
     Please note that the land line phone 
for the Parsonage was discontinued on 
July 27th.  You may reach Pastor  

Luers at anytime  using his cell phone 
number 641-814-2148 and of course 
via the church office. Please make this 
change in your phone directory.      
Thank You. 

 

Thank you for supporting Missions by donating 
new and used greeting cards.  New cards and those 

made from used ones are available in fellowship 
hall.  The Greeting Card RecyclersGreeting Card RecyclersGreeting Card RecyclersGreeting Card Recyclers will meet    

September 19th at 1:00 pm at the church.  You are 
welcome to share the fun and fellowship. 

 

Prayer shawls, lap robes, and chemo caps are    
available in the Narthex; please sign our   
record book.  The knitters and crocheters 
will meet September 12th and September 
26th at 1:00 pm at the church.  Please visit 

and perhaps learn a new craft.    

Upper Rooms 
Effective January 1, 2012 we 
will no longer be ordering 
Upper Room books to buy 
from church. You may sub-
scribe to The Upper Room 

daily devotional by Email at  
devotional.upperroom.com. 

     

    !!! HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 
 
 

Rally Sunday 
September 11, 2011 

 
 

*9:30 – Join us in our Family Worship   
“NEW YEAR CELEBRATION” 
 and Teacher Dedication. 

*10:45 – Creating your Resolutions Cross! 
*11:05 – Praise Party and New Year Countdown! 
*11:30 – Lunch   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

     9:15 - Rebekah 
  12:30 - Sarah 
     1:00 - Mary 

2 

“Office Closed” 

3 

4 

  9:30 - Worship Service 

10:30 - Coffee & Cookies 

5       “Office Closed” 

 

 

6 7 

Noon - Bible Study 
5:30 - Youth Mac & Yac! 
6:00 - Youth Group 
7:30 - Chancel Choir 
 

8 

1:00 - UMW General 

                       Meeting 

9 

“Office Closed” 

 

6:00 - Merry Homemakers 

10 

9:30 - Support Group 

11 Teacher Dedication/Rally Day          
  9:30 - Worship Service 
10:30 - Coffee & Cookies 
 10:45 - Creating your Resolutions                
                      Cross! 
 11:05 - Praise Party & New Year 
                     Countdown! 
 11:30 - Lunch  

12 

1:00 - Knitters & Crocheters 

6:30 - Patience Circle 

13 14 

Noon - Bible Study 
5:30 - Youth Mac & Yac! 
6:00 - Youth Group 
7:30 - Chancel Choir 

15 16 

“Office Closed” 

17 

18 

  9:30 - Worship Service 

10:30 - Coffee & Cookies 

10:45 - Sunday School 

19 

1:00 - Card Recyclers 
6:30 - Trustees Meeting 

630 - Finance Meeting 

Newsletter Deadline 

20 

Noon - Wapello County 

            School Retirees 

21 

Noon - Bible Study 
5:30 - Youth Mac & Yac! 
6:00 - Youth Group 
7:30 - Chancel Choir 

22 23 

“Office Closed” 

24 

25 

    9:30 - Worship Service 

  10:30 - Coffee & Cookies 

  10:45 - Sunday School 

26 

1:00 - Knitters & Crocheters 

 

 

27 

6:00 - Faith Circle 

28 

Noon - Bible Study 
5:30 - Youth Mac & Yac! 
6:00 - Youth Group 
7:30 - Chancel Choir 

29 30 

“Office Closed” 

 

 

 

 

September 19th 

September 2011 
September 11th 


